Question 1: As a council member, what are the 3 most important issues that you believe we should be addressing in San Marcos? 

First and foremost is smart growth so that we can focus on bringing more green jobs to San Marcos.  Smart growth also means that we have a larger tax base for creating new jobs in San Marcos for everyone. I also support city planning, which gives citizens the option to bike ride or walk, thereby decreasing traffic congestion. Second, we need to work as stewards of our water and all natural resources.  This ensures quality water and availability of water for future generations in San Marcos.  Third, we need to be more mindful of excessive expenditures in the city budget. This makes sure that money is spent wisely and that money is not being wasted.
Question 2: Do you believe that our current public safety personnel (Police, Fire, & Communications) are adequately staffed, trained, and compensated? 

Historically San Marcos has underfunded the Fire and Police Department.  Those people that put their lives on the line everyday should not have to worry about funding.  We must ensure that there is not a lack of logistical support so that our departments run to the best of their abilities.  I agree with the budget, which includes funding for nine new firefighters and four policemen, as an expansion is necessary to provide safety for San Marcos. As a City Council member I pledge to work with the Police Chief and Fire Chief to ensure that their departments are successful.
Question 3: What is it that you believe most qualifies you to serve as a city council member? 

My ability to mobilize our community around common issues, my experience working with Mayor and City Council Members, and a documented track record of working on problems and finding solutions year after year make me the best candidate for this position.  Another project dear to my heart, and important to all Americans, is the work I am doing with disabled Veterans.  Too often they come back and are forgotten. I have been working with them as an advisor.  They are working on issues of education, job placement, employment training.   I would like to talk with the Fire Chief and Police Chief about possibly finding new employment opportunities for veterans who are returning home from Iraq/Afghanistan. I interact with many of these Veteran students as an academic adviser, studying Exercise Sports Science and Criminal Justice, with goals of serving their community as law enforcement members.  

Question 4: How long have you lived in San Marcos and what brought you here? 

I was originally recruited for the Southwest Texas State debate team in 1986. I fell in love with the community and received two degrees in Speech Communication.  I did volunteer work with gang youth and retired residents from various service organizations.  I am now a faculty and a staff member at Texas State University and also serve as adjunct instructor at Austin Community College. More recently, I worked with our Mayor and City Council members to resolve issues pertaining to micro-chipping as interpreted in the current Animal Control Ordinance.   
  

Question 5: Since you have lived in San Marcos, what has your involvement been with the community including working with any organizations? 

As a student, I co-authored a presentation for the Texas Attorney General on "Gangs and Positive Outreach Methods for Community Leaders."  Recently, I worked with CONA to videotape, edit, and upload to facebook a Crime Watch presentation by the San Marcos Police Department.  After working with the City, obtained installation of three "Children at Play” signs in Victory Gardens.  I am working with various residents in procuring speed bumps due to unsafe conditions. As an educator and volunteer, my experience with youth of all populations spans two decades.  Currently, while working on the Arts Commission, we are developing the Master Plan and discussing revising the process as well as end product of the budget.
Question 6:  Are you familiar with the San Marcos Police Officers’ Association and the San Marcos Professional Firefighters Association and the activities that they are involved with in the community and around the state? 

I understand that the San Marcos Police Officers’ Association works with businesses, community organizations, and concerned citizens through outreach such as scholarships and donations. SMPOA works in conjunction with Combined Law Enforcement Associations of Texas (CLEAT).  I also understand that that the Texas State Association of Fire Fighters is holding the convention here in San Marcos in 2011 this can only be a testament to the outstanding work of our firefighters and The San Marcos Professional Fire Fighters Association.

  
  

  

    

