Responses from Ryan Thomason

Candidate for City Council Place 5

Q. As a council member, what are the 3 most important issues that you       believe we should be addressing in San Marcos?

A. The most important role of a city council member is to insure high quality basic services (Police/Fire protection, streets, water/waste water). The primary concern of every council member should be the health, safety and welfare of every San Marcos resident.

The second most important issue is transportation.  The city must maintain, improve and build new pathways for vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians. This includes proper lights, signs and lighting.

The third most important function is to create new high paying jobs that will allow well paid employees to live in San Marcos.  Economic development is key to funding and maintaining a vibrant city.

Q. Do you believe that our current public safety personnel (Police, Fire, & Communications) are adequately staffed, trained, and compensated?
A. Over the past 26 years that I have lived in San Marcos the Police/ Fire/Communications Departments staffing numbers have struggled to stay on par with the growth of San Marcos.  If fact, most departments are almost always under staffed per capita.   We do not offer training facilities or at least very few, so no I do not believe our training is what it could be.  I believe we should look beyond the bare minimum for compensation of a city our size and pay accordingly.  San Marcos is more expensive to live in than most cities our size so using other cities to determine salaries will not lead to adequate compensation. I’ve said for years that you can travel in almost any direction from Austin and the cost of living decreases. We are in the Austin market and that should be adjusted for when compensation is figured. 

Q. What is it that you believe most qualifies you to serve as a city council member?
A. Having lived in San Marcos almost my entire life I have a keen understanding of this community and the citizens that live here. I run my own business. I manage budgets well, which in construction isn’t easy. I am a respected/out spoken member of the planning and zoning commission, enough so to be elected Vice-Chair twice.  I learn quickly and can make decisions that benefit the majority and perhaps most importantly; I am willing to listen.
Q. How long have you lived in San Marcos and what brought you here?
A. My family moved here in 1983 to open the Thomason Funeral Home and have been here ever since.

Q. Since you have lived in San Marcos, what has your involvement been with the community including working with any organizations?

A. Since moving here I have gone from Kindergarten through High School graduation in SMCISD. After college I started working in real estate and the family funeral business.  With in a few years I partnered with a friend that grew up in San Marcos to form Wood and Thomason Custom Homes. Currently I sit as co-chair of the San Marcos Area Board of Reatlors Government Affairs Committee, Vice President of the San Marcos Area Builders Association, Vice Chair of the San Marcos Planning and Zoning Commission (Commissioner from Jan 07 to current).
Q. Are you familiar with the San Marcos Police Officers’ Association and the San Marcos Professional Firefighters Association and the activities that they are involved with in the community and around the state?
A. There are far too many activities between the two departments to list. However, I am very aware of…

The mock accident settings at the high school. We actually donate our hearse for this.

Blue Santa

The police’s departments partnership with Hays County’s drug task force.

Mutual aid agreements between city, county, university and neighboring areas.  Once again I’ve seen this used with the funeral home.
Drug prevention at public schools with drug dog present. Not to exclude McGruff.

The youth programs are endless.

The fire department has smoke detector programs.

A burning portable house to show how a fire spreads, very helpful at a Home Builder’s luncheon.

School programs such as taking the fire truck to schools.

Fired up about reading.

Adopt a family during Christmas, along with taking Santa to Sights and Sounds.

Once again the youth and public programs are endless.

Thank you for taking the time to get to know me better. I hope to win your support and keep your support.
Sincerely,

Ryan Thomason

