From Councilman John Thomaides

SMPOA & SMPFFA

Candidate Questionnaire

Instructions: We would like for each candidate to respond to the questions listed below by e-mail to darredondo@smpd.net and hminor@smpffa.com or in writing by Tuesday September 8th, 2009 at the SMPOA & SMPFFA Meeting.
1) As a council member, what are the 3 most important issues that you believe we should be addressing in San Marcos?
Jobs:  The issue that I would rate as number one would be jobs that pay substantially above the current per capita wage in San Marcos of $16,000 per year.  Many great benefits would come from adding these types of jobs including retention of our Texas State University graduates and adding opportunities for all of our residents to live a better life.  
 Increased Prosperity:  The second most important would be the expansion and continued success of our local economy.  I have always supported efforts on the council, through my votes, to expand and retain our key employers and assist in recruiting new firms that are contractually obligated to hire our citizens with high wage and benefit levels.  Two examples would be the Phillips/Widelite and Grifols, Inc. companies.  Local businesses, especially in our Downtown, contribute to the unique character and vitality of our City and I have been a staunch supporter of these types of small business by supporting and promoting our Downtown Master Plan and insisting we find ways to fund and implement the plan, which we are currently in the middle of at the P&Z and Council level.
Quality of Place: The third issue of great importance for us is our Quality of Place.  Many economists now place this as very high on the list of current and prospective residents when they rate their city.  Areas such as our natural resources like the river and Green Spaces and our parks system and facilities are consistently rated by the citizens of San Marcos as the number 1 or 2 issue of importance to them year after year in our citizen visioning process.  I have always voted for issues that promote a walkable and pedestrian friendly city that is visually appealing and changing the mind-set that didn’t consider these ideas important.  Having these types of amenities not only keeps us and our children healthier, they create a true sense of community when we can all enjoy them together.  
2) Do you believe that our current public safety personnel (Police, Fire, & Communications) are adequately staffed, trained, and compensated?

The new meet and confer agreement that the council passed last month, and which I voted for, will help get both departments get closer on the wages, merit pay, and stability pay, and working condition levels desired and deserved by both departments.  Since I have been on the council we have added an additional 13 police officers and 12 Firefighters that I also voted for.  We are a growing community and will always have a need for well staffed Police and Fire departments, and I will continue as I always have, of supporting these additional personnel, equipment upgrades, and training programs.  
3) What is it that you believe most qualifies you to serve as a city council member?
My experience and expertise on the council and my understanding of the issues that the citizens of San Marcos have told us are important is what sets me apart from my opponents.  My additional constituent service experiences and involvement in regional boards and commissions give me the edge in effectively serving and representing the citizens of San Marcos.  The hundreds of hours I have invested in continuing educational programs and learning the best practices of other cities and communities in dealing with similar challenges that we face here give me a unique understanding of how to accomplish what our citizens want us to.
4) How long have you lived in San Marcos and what brought you here?
I have lived in San Marcos for the past 16 years and have enjoyed every minute of it!  We  re-located here to launch our business, Alpha Pure Water, which I am proud to say has never had an un-profitable year here in San Marcos and was voted Small Business of the Year in 2003 by the SM Chamber of Commerce.  My wife and I purchased a 120 yr old home on Hopkins St. and have spent most of our free time renovating it to its original heritage.  I have been supported from the beginning by this community and it has been my honor to serve and represent our citizens on the Council.  I enjoy daily swims in the river and cycling through our great community.

5) Since you have lived in San Marcos, what has your involvement been with the community including working with any organizations?
I started my involvement with the community through the Chamber of Commerce as a Chamber Ambassador.  I spent 10 years attending 500 ribbon cuttings and promoting the new business in our city with this group.  I was asked to represent my neighborhood and learned the issues that affect property values and quality of life for our residents.  I then started serving on official city boards and commissions which I think are a very important way to begin to learn the city system, its people, and the issues we face.  I learned quite a bit as Chair of the Drainage board, a member of the Citizens Review commission, and then as Chair of the Transportation Advisory board where we started and completed the city’s Transportation Master Plan.  In addition to my service on the City Council, I now am the secretary of the Austin-San Antonio Commuter Rail District and the council liaison to the Economic Development board where we are currently formulating our City’s ED master plan and its implementation.  
6) Are you familiar with the San Marcos Police Officers’ Association and the San Marcos Professional Firefighters Association and the activities that they are involved with in the community and around the state?

Whether it is the Blue Santa program, National Night Out, scholarship programs, or fundraisers for other citizens and city employees in need, it is clear that both departments are tremendously involved with all areas of our community.  The youth sports programs promoted by the SMPOA and the CFPO and the key involvement in the Family Justice Center make this a better place to live.  I know that the Fire Departments involvement in the hurricane and disaster relief efforts statewide were amazingly important to our fellow Texans.  I am also familiar with the economic impacts of the Police department efforts to recruit various state associations to our new conference center including the recent Citizens Police Academy. Simply put, the youth and all of our citizens benefit from the active involvement from Police Officers and Firefighters volunteer efforts.  
Thank You!

