I’m sorry for not being able to make it in person but my doctor says I have a stomach virus and it’s in your best interest for me to be quarantined. 
As I thought about speaking to the Police and Fire departments I started thinking of the things I knew to be factual.  Having never worked in the emergency system I don’t know what it’s like to put on the uniform and walk into a burglary or fire or domestic violence situation or even a murder scene.

What I do know for a fact is that every citizen hopes they never need help from a police officer or firefighter.  There are many fortunate people that will never have a problem that requires this assistance too.  However, those who do call on the police or fire department have a new hope.  These people hope that someone comes very quickly, is well equipped, and well trained for the situation at hand.  There should be no higher priority to every council member than to do what ever it takes to insure the health, safety and welfare of every citizen.
It is common knowledge that the fire and police departments have struggled for decades with keeping staff up to par with growth, equipment and vehicles, training facilities, compensation, and the list goes on. But, that’s all in the past and I’m running on what I see in the present and what the future holds.
Currently I can’t find one square foot in Central Texas that isn’t a fire hazard or surrounded by a fire hazard. I’m absolutely amazed we aren’t seeing California style wildfires.  The way San Marcos is shaped all it would take is one fire to get started in the woods and puts thousands of people, homes and wildlife in danger.  Unfortunately our population isn’t getting healthier over time either, so that means more and more firefighters will be needed to go on EMS calls as well.

Currently we are in a downward sloping economy as a nation.  We are averaging a loss of over 10,000 jobs per day nationally in 2009.  In the history of the world there is no example of the crime rate decreasing with a downward sloping economy.  There have been more people shot in San Marcos this year than there were the first 20 years I lived here. I also know break-ins are up considerably, as a close friend of mine was a victim of burglary.  As people get more desperate we are going to see more problems.
While there may not be much good news in this I do have some good news.  I don’t claim to be able to control the weather or peoples behavior but I do recognize the potential for a problem when I see one.  I understand that the police and fire departments are in need of assistance and I can assure you that it will be a foremost priority to do what ever it takes to insure the health and safety of every citizen in San Marcos.
Thank you for your dedication to the citizens of San Marcos and I ask for your support in my race to be a member of the city council.

Ryan Thomason

